Behind the Stable Door Spring 2018

W

elcome to our Spring 2018
newsletter. It has been a
long, tough winter for us

and, with the late arrival of spring after
the snowfall we had in March, we have
faced quite a few challenges. That said,
we’ve lots of news to share with you and
hope you enjoy reading about it.
Since October until the time of writing
we have had fourteen ponies returned
to us from their guardian homes, but we
have also found wonderful homes for
another fourteen. The cost of hay, feed
and bedding has skyrocketed and we
are still over capacity with twenty-eight
equines on site and another 130 in loan
homes. Despite the challenges, we have
been able to rescue a further seven
ponies that needed our help.
On behalf of all the staff and trustees,
thank you to all our friends, supporters
and guardian homes, without whom we
couldn’t exist.

Dionne Schuurman
Equine Manager

Blizzards Blast Beili Bedw
The cold weather in late February presented a challenge to the
staff at Lluest. Not only did the sub-zero temperatures freeze
the pipes to the stables and the house, but the cold easterly
wind and blizzard conditions filled the lane with deep snow so
that it was only accessible using four-wheel drive vehicles.
Because of that the staff spent several days snowed in on the
farm with the horses.
Our wonderful neighbours checked up on us and one brought
up a 1000-litre container of water for the horses by tractor.
A thousand litres may sound like a lot of water, but it only lasted
the horses just over 24 hours. Another neighbour delivered small
containers of drinking water for the staff to make tea. We are
very grateful to them all for helping us out and for checking
that we were all right.

Lluest Ponies in Pastures New
Gertie

Rocky

In January, after nearly two
years at the Trust Gertie,
the last of our Storm
Ponies, went to her new
Guardian home.
Gertie was rescued with
three other ponies from the Gertie on her way out to the
Black Mountain in February field
2016 following a desperate call from concerned
local people.
The ponies had been abandoned on the mountain
some eighteen months to two years earlier and had
been struggling to survive the winter storms. They
were found in a very poor state and were all due to be
destroyed because their owners could not be traced.
Gertie was in the worst condition as she had a little
ﬁlly foal at foot who the staﬀ named Eva. All four
ponies were given names after the relentless storms
they had endured on the mountain that winter.
Gertie now enjoys a warm stable and a sheltered ﬁeld
with only a view of the Black Mountain she was
rescued from.

Our ‘tiny but mighty’ miniature
Shetland, Rocky, has gone to a
new home as a companion. He
arrived at Lluest just days before
Christmas having been rescued
from a small and very muddy
Rocky is much more relaxed
field in Pembrokeshire.
in his new home
After a vet check, a small
operation to be gelded, a few lessons in being taught
to lead nicely and a spot of socialising with our
Shetland herd, Rocky was ready for his own guardian
home. We are happy to report that he has settled
in well.

Pie
Pie, a cute piebald Shetland mare,
was fostered out for the winter and
came back to us on Good Friday.
After only two nights here she
went to her new guardian home
on Easter Monday.

The Three Rs. How you can help us Rescue, Rehabilitate & Rehome
We are always grateful for donations. You can text a donation quoting PONY20 and the amount of your donation
to 70070. You can donate at www.justgiving.com/lluesthorseandpony or via PayPal.
Setting up a direct debit and giving us a regular donation is easy via our website or you can fundraise for us.
We would not have been able to help so many horses and ponies without our volunteers so, if you are over 16,
we’d love hear from you. All forms are available in the downloads section of our website. Finally if you can offer a
secure and loving home to one of our ponies, take a look at the rehoming section of our website or give us a call.

Thirty Years Young
Elderly Dillon came to us in early February. He
had been living outside and had several health
issues, including a lice infestation, rain scald and
Cushings syndrome. We were not sure whether
he would be ﬁt to travel as he was very weak, so
we padded out the lorry
with straw and drove very
Dillon in February (left) and three
slowly to help him keep
months later at the beginning of May
his balance. When we
arrived back at the yard Dillon wobbled down the ramp and
across the yard into the isolation stables where he was to
spend the next two weeks. Only a month later Dillon had
Dillon in the office being grown in stature. Having been carefully fed concentrates and
fed carrots
supplements he has had his scurfy skin treated with regular
brushing and special oils. A new lease of life, he can now be seen trotting past the
oﬃce window on his way out to the ﬁeld and, if he gets the chance, in the oﬃce
asking for carrots. Dillon will soon oﬀ to his new guardian home.

Easter Egg Hunt
In the ﬁrst week of the
Easter holidays we
organised an egg hunt.
A route was set up
through the yard and
our woodland walk,
culminating in a visit to
the stables. Despite the
cold and rainy weather
we were delighted to
see quite a few people
brave the elements to
claim their chocolate
Easter bunnies.

New Equine Facilitated Learning Courses
We are delighted to announce that we will be holding Equine Facilitated Learning
(EFL) courses this summer. EFL is an effective way to encourage individuals,
particularly those with learning difficulties, to become more self aware and to get

more out of life generally. It is very moving to see how people interact with the
ponies and hearing them describe how they feel afterwards is a wonderful thing.
The courses will be run over June and July with children and young adults from the
local Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service, based at Glangwili.

Horse Care at Hoof Camp
On Easter Monday, we held our ﬁrst-ever
Hoof Camp. It was aimed at children keen to
learn how to care for a horse or pony. After a
yard safety brieﬁng there was a short talk on
the theory of horse behaviour. Then followed
a discussion on welfare and the ﬁve
freedoms. After that
it was out on the
yard for a practical
lesson in stable
management,
including a little bit
of muck shovelling!
There were also
meetings with
Grooming at Hoof Camp
diﬀerent ponies and
learning about grooming, handling and
leading. Fun was had by all and, given the
success of the day, we plan to put on some
more over the summer.

Some of the Easter Egg
Hunters stayed on and
helped out on the yard!

Little Beatrix Makes Herself at Home
The end of April saw the rescue of beautiful little Beatrix, a
grey Welsh Mountain type pony, believed to be in her 20s.
We were made aware of her plight during the March snows
when we were contacted by a
person worried about some ponies
who appeared to have no one caring
for them. We went to have a look
and found four ponies in good body
condition, but with severely
overgrown feet, lice and matted
manes and tails. Enquiries led us to
believe they had been abandoned
so we enlisted the help of World
Horse Welfare and the RSPCA who

Beatrix settling into the
isolation unit here at Lluest

later seized all four. Sadly we didn’t have the room to take
them all, but we made space for little Beatrix and the others
are safely with another charity. Beatrix is a very sweet pony
and will be available as a companion once she has received
the necessary treatment and come out of quarantine.

Plans for the Future
Car Parking
We have extended car parking facilities at Beili Bedw farm. Previously
space was limited and any event we held, such as Open Day, required
the use of one of the ﬁelds. In wet weather our neighbour’s ‘drier’ ﬁeld
was the only option for vehicles. It was a solution, but less than ideal as
it meant a long walk to the yard. The area inside the main gate has now
been extended to provide year round, convenient parking for visitors.

Land Management and Fencing Repairs

Space, glorious car parking space

We regularly need to spend money on repairs. Horses are not the most
careful of creatures and do a lot of damage to fencing and grassland leaving both in dire need of attention. We are
grateful to have received sponsorship from the Hilda Holmes Memorial Trust to bring the ﬁelds and boundaries up
to scratch.

Become a ‘Stable Sponsor’
It costs a lot to keep a stable and its occupant. Bedding alone costs £20 per stable per month. Why not become a
‘Stable Sponsor’ and help us meet these costs? You will have your name placed on the Board of Sponsors in the
stable block and receive our bi-annual newsletter and a certiﬁcate. All you need to do is set up a monthly direct
debit for £10. Please complete the order form enclosed or go to the ‘Downloads’ section of our website.

A Big Thank You
Our thanks go to everyone who has
helped raise money for us, attended
our events, donated their old tack and
sponsored our ponies. We thank our
volunteers, our neighbours and
anyone who has given their time or
money. There are always a lot of
people to thank and way too many to
list here. We are very grateful.

Dates for
the Diary

Lluest Tack Shop
2

SATURDAY

Healing for Horses
Workshop - learn June
about the horse’s
Chakra system and
how to balance the
energy centres.

16

SUNDAY

Open Day
Stalls, BBQ September
dog show, demos,
vintage tea tent.
Fun for all the family.
Gate open at 11am!

Bransby Horses
We are grateful to have the continued
support and ﬁnancial assistance of
Bransby Horses.

New Data Protection Laws
The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) is a new EU law
that will come into eﬀect on 25 May 2018 to replace the current
Data Protection Act. From this date organisations may no longer
hold personal data on ﬁle without permission from the individual
concerned. If you would like to stay on our ﬁles and continue to
receive our newsletters or other mailings you will need to opt in.
You can do this by using the form included with this newsletter, the
form on our website or by email.

Lluest Horse and Pony Trust, Beili Bedw Farm,
Llanddeusant, Llangadog, Carmarthenshire, SA19 7TG
Charity Number: 1150948
Company Number: 8359099

Our tack shop is up and running and
stocks used rugs, saddles, bridles,
headcollars etc. including gear for riders.
Check our Facebook page for information
and come and have a rummage. The
proceeds of sales have been invested in
a new washing machine so we can clean
our own rugs and those destined for sale.

A Day in the Life of Du
Du came to us in 2016 when his owner
passed away. He is a sensitive boy who
ﬁnds life here a bit hectic.
“My day starts with
breakfast and, if the
weather is ﬁne, I like to
go out with one of my
friends in the ﬁeld.
“During the winter
months I love a kick
around in the arena.
My favourite pastime Beautiful Du, who
needs a peaceful home
is a quiet hack with my
groom around the lanes as it gets me out
and about.” If you can oﬀer Du the peace
he craves, please get in touch.

Tel: 01550 740661
Email: info@lluesthorseandponytrust.co.uk
Web: www.lluesthorseandponytrust.co.uk
www.facebook.com/lluest
LluestPonyTrust

